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Scholars will probably accept at least these negative conclusions of the 
writer, who speaks with authority and conviction. His new theory, how- 
ever, as to the origin of these monuments will hardly at once command 
assent : he suggests that these sculptures are the work of the northern peo- 
ple (of which the Philistines formed a branch) driven, back from the Egyp- 
tian frontier by Rameses III in 1107, and his suggestion is sustained both 
by chronological considerations and by the stylistic features of the monu- 
ments. But, before a definitive conclusion can be reached as to this point, 
it will be necessary to decipher the inscriptions. Though not a little re- 
mains to be done, this much at least may now be positively asserted — the 
" Hittite" monuments are not the work of the " Cheta." — F. DtJMMLER, in 
Berl. phihl. WocL, 1891, No. 25. 

Raboisson. Description giographique des anoiens empires d'Assyrie 
d'apris les documents cun&iforrm. I. Figlaih PUeser I. 8vo, pp. 
84. Paris, 1 890 ; ficoles d'Orient. 

The idea of the author — of giving the geography of the various lands 
conquered by the several Assyrian kings according to the inscriptions of 
each reign — is excellent ; but this is the only point for which the book can 
be commended. To carry such an idea into practice requires a knowledge 
of Assyrian and a first-hand study of the inscriptions. Menant's " trans- 
lations " can by no means be accepted as a satisfactory substitute. The 
author shows a vicious tendency to identify names that have a similar sound, 
and takes much satisfaction in his donnees homotopologiques et conditions 
isophoniques, fair-sounding words that do not relieve the book of its dilet- 
tante character. — H. Winckler, in Berl. phihl. Woch., 1891, No. 52. 

CLASSICAL ARCH>EOLOGY. 

Max Benckee. Der Antheil der Periegese an der Kunstschriftstellerei 
der Alien. 8vo,pp. vi, 71. Munich, 1890 ; F. Straub. 1.80 Mark. 
This well-written and sensible book opens with an account of the liter- 
ary activity of Diodoros, Polemon, Heliodoros, the only persons expressly 
termed irepiriyriTaC in antiquity. Thus is obtained a basis for the enquiry 
(in ch. ii) as to the significance of the ■n-epirjyrja-i.i in general ; in ch. m the 
place occupied in this class of writings by the -irepn^rja-K 'EAAaSos of Pau- 
sanias is defined. The results of the investigation are summarised as follows : 
"Periegeds is a branch of what the ancients called ypafifjuiTucj, wherein 
objects of antiquarian interest were described and discussed in and accord- 
ing to their geographical connection. Originally it had nothing to do with 
the literature of art and with art-history, but it came to cross them from the 
fact that all dealt in part with the same subjects. ... In attempting to form 



